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What do the awards mean?
n The Silver Medal is AIA Pittsburgh’s highest 
award and is presented at the jury’s discretion. It 
is only presented in the Architectural category. 
Only one Silver Medal can be awarded and the 
jury may choose not to award it. The last Silver 
Medal was awarded to Bohlin Cywinski Jack-
son for The Barn at Fallingwater in 2005.

n Honor Awards are granted for overall excel-
lence to projects in the Architectural, Regional 
and Urban Design, and Interior Architecture 
categories. Certificates of Merit recognize an 
outstanding aspect of a project such as detailing 
or adaptive reuse. Open Plan and Architectural 
Detail / Craftsmanship projects are only eligible 
for Awards of Excellence.

n The Green Design Citation, sponsored this 
year by SOTA Construction, recognizes projects 
that have integrated green building strategies 
and practices into the design to reduce environ-
mental impact. This award also recognizes the 
growing impact that buildings have on human 
health, worker productivity, and environmental 
and regional prosperity. Projects in the Archi-
tectural and Interior Architecture categories 
are eligible for Green Design Citations.  

The jury may award as many or as few Honor 
Awards, Certificates of Merit, or Awards of Ex-
cellence as they like.
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How it Works
Each year, AIA Pittsburgh hosts the Design Awards 
which are judged by an out of town jury and open to 
any member of AIA Pittsburgh, AIA Middle Penn-
sylvania or any member of any AIA chapter across 
the country who has a project in the 22-county 
area represented by AIA Pittsburgh and AIA Mid-
dle Pennsylvania. The mission of these awards is 
to recognize and promote excellence in the craft 
of architecture, as created by the members of 
AIA. This year, awards were given in five catego-
ries: Architectural Detail/Craftsmanship, Open 
Plan, Regional and Urban Design, Interior Archi-
tecture, and Architectural.



ARCHITECTURAL AWARDS - Honor Award 

PROJECT: Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh / 
Squirrel Hill

CLIENT: Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

ARCHITECTURE FIRM: Lubetz Architects

PROJECT TEAM: Arthur Lubetz, AIA

CONTRACTOR: A. Martini & Company, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHER: Dennis Marsico and Massery 
Photography, Inc.

DESCRIPTION: The addition and renovation of this 
branch library has created 50% more program 
space, doubled its circulation, and helped influence 
a 75% increase in visitors.  The project uses state-
of-the-art ideas about building performance and 
systems integration, including a green roof, reduced 
energy consumption, and specification of clean air 
materials. 

JURY COMMENTS: We bet this place just hops because 
it really strikes us as a place the community can 
own. It is extremely well done and not precious. The 
urban public library has seen some inventive trans-
formation in the digital era. This project deserves to 
be better documented; it makes people re-think any 
preconceptions. Better documented recycling of a 
parking garage that looks completely integrated.
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