
       In their proposed renovation, Yen Ha and Michi Yanagishita of Front 
Studio would enclose the kitchen with movable translucent panels.
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They said they had tried many different 
solutions to the quandary of where to put the 
bed — including, of course, using the niche 
designed for a Murphy bed next to the kitchen 
— before they arrived at an ingenious idea: 
raise the end of the living room about 18 
inches, and slide the bed under the platform, a 
modern take on the trundle bed.modern take on the trundle bed.
They didn’t forget the niche: they played 

on the Murphy bed concept by creating a 
30-by-54 inch fold-down dining table for five 
(or seven very close friends), which, being 
next to the kitchen, made much more sense 
than a fold-down bed.
“In Asia, lots of things have double uses,” 

said Ms. Ha, who was born in Vietnam. 
OnOn the other side of the kitchen, which 

they ended up leaving in the same place and 
redoing with ash cabinets, they proposed 
demolishing two closets that made the 
entrance hall look like a cave. They replaced 
the closets with a low shelf and a mirror, a 
slightly shallower but still effective closet and 
a home oa home office. 
Both the office and the kitchen are 

enclosed by translucent panels, which hide 
any mess but light the spaces and don’t close 
them off as conventional Sheetrock walls 
would.
But in a solution like a Rubik’s Cube, the 

corners can swing outward, opening the 
kitchen and the office to the living area. Make 
dinner or type a letter, then shut off the area 
for the rest of the evening.
Ms.Ms. Yanagishita and Ms. Ha said they 

avoided the cliché of designing the studio for 
a student, although there is no reason that a 
student couldn’t live there as well as anyone 
else.
TheyThey instead created an imaginary client, 

Françoise Simonard, a Frenchwoman who 
lived in Japan when she was younger as part 
of an embassy family, Ms. Yanagishita, who is 
Japanese, explained with a smile. (Why that 
particular name? It is no accident that her 
initials, F. S., are the same as those of their 
firm.)firm.)
“Maybe her daughter works for the 

U.N.,” Ms. Yanagishita said, “and lives 
nearby with a grandchild.”
The architects said their client did not 

want an expensive apartment or an 
extravagant solution. And even though their 
proposed renovation isn’t cheap, at $75,000, 
“it’s a worthwhile investment,” Ms. 
Yanagishita said, “and think of how much 
better you’d be living.”
TheThe architects were asked how they came 

up with the idea of sliding the bed under the 
living-room floor.
““We were frustrated thinking of all these 

different solutions, and we got hungry,” Ms. 
Yanagishita said. “We went to have Korean 
food in a restaurant on 32nd Street. We were 
eating kimchi — pickled cabbage — and we 
noticed the raised platform we were sitting on. 
“Then“Then all the little pieces came together 

like a Japanese puzzle box: things slide out, 
things fold in, things tuck away. It is clean, we 
hope, without any fussiness.”
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